
 

  



GCSE  

Art and Design 

Guide  
This guide can be used, as a reference to ensure that you have 

included the relevant information and content to complete a 

successful Art and Design GCSE. The new GCSE will have 

number from 9-1 (nine is the highest grade and 1 the lowest) 

Unit 1-Coursework is worth 60% of the overall mark. 

Unit 2-the Exam, is worth 40% of the mark. Each unit must 

have evidence of all four assessment objectives, which are 

listed below.  

 

AO1-Develop Ideas: Research artists, different cultures, 

current and historical work and visit galleries and museums. 

Collect images, make drawings, annotate (write about) your 

findings in your sketchbook.  

 

AO2- Refine Ideas: Experiment with resources, media, 

materials, techniques and processes.  

 Manipulate collected information and images, collate in 

sketchbooks. 

 Use of computers, books, magazines etc. 

 Paint, charcoal, clay…………………………………. 

 Drawing, printing, construction, photography……..   

 

AO3-Record : Ideas, observations and research. Keep all work 

and collate it in your sketchbooks. 

 

AO4- Present: A final piece demonstrating that you have 

developed your Artefact with reference to the work completed 

in AO1, 2 and 3. The final piece should be your best work. 

Lastly you must write a thorough evaluation discussing the 

journey towards and the creation of your final piece. 

 

 



 

How to complete an interrogation of an artists work 
AO1 

Step 1- Find an image of the artists work and the basic 

information (see below). 

 
Georges Braque, 1910, Violin and Candlestick, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  

570mm x700mm 

  

 

 

 

 



Step 2- look at the work carefully and make some written 

observations by annotating the image. Make a quick sketch of 

the image; this helps you to explore the image carefully. It is 

best to use a pencil for drawing and writing when working in 

your skechbook.   

 

 

Step 3-find out as much as you can about the artist and their 

work. Use the following bullet points to help you write an 

assessment/ critique of the work. 

 What is the genre or style of the artwork?  

(Still life, portrait, landscape, Abstract, Cubist…) 

 What does the work show?  

(A seated figure, musical instruments….)  

 What has the artist used to make the work and where do 

you think it was made?  

(Acrylic paint on canvas, oil on canvas, carved wood, steel… in a studio, outside..) 

 What colours have been used? 

(Bright primary colours, subdued muted colours…) 

 What is the scale of the work and what audience may the 

work be directed at?  

(Large works may be intended for museums and galleries, smaller works for a 

home…)  
 Describe the composition of the work.  

(The work has been divide into a series of different sized boxes but I can 

recognise fragmented musical instruments…) 
 Are there any deeper meanings within the artwork? You 

may have to read about this when looking up the artist 

either on the internet or in a book.   

 Finally and most importantly write about how you feel 

about the work.  

(The artwork makes me feel… it reminds me of… the colours are warm and 

vibrant which suggests.. I like the work because.. I don’t like the work because..)  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Useful websites 

www.tate.org.uk 

www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

www.britishmuseum.org 

www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk 

www.guggenheim.org 

www.africanart.org 

www.craftscouncil.org.uk 

www.arttribal.com 

www.art2day.co.uk 

www.sculpture.org.uk 

www.thisiscolossal.com 

www.ashmolean.org 

www.prm.ox.ac.uk 

www.modernartoxford.org.uk 

www.howstuffworks.com 

www.designcouncil.org.uk 

www.newscientist.com 
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Evaluation 
At the end of a Unit you must write an evaluation. You 

must discuss the journey to your final piece and beyond. 

JOURNEY- FINAL PIECE- DEVELOPMENT OF FUTURE 

WORK 

 What was the starting point of your project? 

 What artist(s) did you study and how did the artist(s) 

influence you? 

 What did you use to make your work and why? 

 How and why did your ideas develop? 

  Do you feel that your final piece reflects the theme set 

by your teacher or exam board? 

 How would you develop the areas of your work, which 

were not completely successful? 

 Overall, how do you feel about the work you have 

produced? 

 

 

 

 



Gallery and Museum Visits 

Visiting galleries and museums can be exciting, a little daunting 

and exhausting. By following the tips below you will be able to 

enjoy and learn about artworks and artefacts. Don’t worry 

about finding toilets and asking questions, museum and gallery 

staff are very welcoming. 

 In a see-through Polly pocket you should have: this art 

guide (it will remind you of what to look for in the 

artworks), a small sketchbook, pencil, eraser, sharpener 

and a pack of six basic coloured pencils. It is a good idea 

to take a packed lunch, as food can be expensive in 

galleries and museums. £5 will buy you a drink and some 

postcards from the shop.  

 Always ask a museum attendant if you can take 

photographs, as it is not allowed in many places. 

 Don’t carry a heavy bag or wear a coat. Leave them in the 

cloakroom, however it is your choice. Backpacks are not 

allowed as they may damage work but you may carry a 

small bag.  

 To start, walk around the exhibition then go back to the 

pieces you were attracted too (there is often an 

exhibition guide or map to read and help you). Make a 

very quick sketch of your chosen piece and write down 

the basic information, which is always found, on the wall 

next to the work. (Artist Name etc.) 

 If you don’t feel confident about doing a sketch or there 

are too many people looking at the art, write down the 

information. You can buy a postcard in the shop later, or 

you may be able to download an image back in school. 

 By the end of your visit aim to have six artworks listed in 

your sketchbook. 

 Use the seats provided and have a rest it is tiring looking 

at lots of work. These seats are often positioned so that 

you can have a rest and some time to really enjoy looking 

at the colours, textures and the content of works. You 



may even notice things that you missed on the first 

viewing.  

 Lastly it’s good to visit to the gallery shop, even if you 

don’t want to buy anything. The shop often has 

interesting items, and you may spot something, which 

would make a good future gift. 6 postcards will cost 

around £2-£3; these are very useful for your 

sketchbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


